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Land Ownership, Joint Plantation, and Access to Government’s Assistance:
Comparative Case Studies of Reduction of Rice Production Cost Program
in Srisaket, Phra Na Khon Si Ayutthaya, and Phattalung
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Abstract

This article is to explain and analyze the relation among landownership, joint
planation, and farmers’ access to government assistance program. Researchers argue that
landownership and joint plantation are positively related to farmers’ access to
government assistance program. If farmers own do not have their own land, and do not
grow other crops, they are less likely to access to government assistance program
because farmers are more likely to rent more land for growing rice. And they are
pressured by land owners to share assistance money. Therefore, farmers are less likely
to access to government’s program. In other words, farmers are not able to negotiate
with land owners. Conducting focus groups with farmers in Srisaket, Phra Na Khon Sri
Ayutthaya, and Phattalung, researchers find that problem of land owners asking tenants
for sharing assistance money in Phattalung is less severe than that in Srisaket and Phra
Na Khon Sri Ayutthaya. This is because farmers, on average, in Phattalung have more
land than those in Srisaket and Phra Na Khon Sri Ayutthaya. As a consequence, land
redistribution and government supports of production knowledge and marketing will
help reducing problem of sharing money from land owners.
Keywords: Landownership, Joint plantation, Production cost reduction program, Srisaket,

Phra Na Khon Sri Ayutthaya, Phattalung
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